3 





Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Notice of Allowability 


09/242,210 


GRAVELL ETAL 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Cristina Owen Sherr 


3621 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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1 . This communication is in response to the Board of Patent Appeals and 
Interferences 1 DECISION ON APPEAL, mailed September 29, 2005. Claims 1 and 9-18 
are pending in this case. 

Examiner's Amendment 

2. An Examiner's amendment to the record, pursuant to the Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences' DECISION ON APPEAL, referenced above, appears below. 
Should the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to Applicants, an amendment 
may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
Claim 1 is canceled. 

Reasons for Allowance 

4. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of 
allowable subject matter: 

5. The closest prior art of record shows: 

(1 ) Whitehouse (US 6,005,945) discloses a system and method for 
dispensing postage based on telephonic or web milli-transactions. 

(2) Kara (US 5,822,739) discloses a system and method for remote postage . 
metering. 

(3) Krsul et al (EP 0 833 285 A2) disclose a method and product for 
generating electronic tokens. 
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(4) Sansone et al (US 4,725,718) disclose a postage and mailing information 
system. 

(5) Edelman et al (US 4,775,246) disclose a system for detecting 
unaccounted for printing in a value printing system. 

(6) Wright et al (US 4,802,218) disclose an automated transaction system. 

(7) Sansone et al (US 4,831 ,555) disclose an unsecured postage applying 
system. 

(8) Information Based Indicia Program (IBIP) Open System Indicium 
Specification (Prepared for: The United States Postal Service, July 23, 1997). 

6. Applicants set of claims consists of claims 9-1 8. 

7. Independent claim 9 is directed toward a data center communicatively coupled to 
a remote processor via a network. This claim identifies the uniquely distinct feature of 
the use and location of first, second, and third keys for validation procedure. Because 
nothing in the prior art teaches or suggests of the use and location of first second and 
third keys for validation procedure, independent claim 9 and its dependent claims 10-13 
are deemed allowable. 

8. Impendent claim 14 is directed toward a method for performing a postage 
evidencing transaction. This claim identifies the uniquely distinct feature of the use and 
location of first, second, and third keys for validation procedure. Because nothing in the 
prior art teaches or suggests of the use and location of first second and third keys for 
validation procedure, independent claim 14 and its dependent claims 15-18 are deemed 
allowable. 
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9. Any comments considered necessary by Applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cristina Owen Sherr whose telephone number is 571- 
272-671 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 Monday through 
Friday. 

11. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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